AWOC, 

805 E, Weber Ave., 
Stockton 3, Calif., 
October 18, 1959 


Rev. Douglas Still, 
Adams Blvd., 


palit, 


Trevor Thomas, 

Friends Committee on Legislation, 
1630 Sutter St., 

San Francisco, Calif. 


Dear Doug and Trevor: 


In accordance with instructions at the recent board meeting of the 
Citizens Committee, I have prppared a draft of a Committee prospectus, 
using your phraseology unashamedly in some places, using my phraseolory 
unashamedly in others. 
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be CALIFORNIA CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR AGRICULTURAL LABOR 


”~ 


Statement of Beliefs, Purposes, and Policies 


Work on the land is perhaps the oldest and certainly the most vital of 
all human occupations. The well-being and the very survival of mankind 
rest directly upon the labors of those who plant, cultivate, and harvest 
crops. Agricultural Lebor should thus be among the most honored and 
Gienified of all classes of employment. Faxm workers and their families 
should enjoy an overflowing measire of the abundance, privileges, respon- 
sibilities, and protections enjoyed by other workers and their families. 
Far from this being the case, however, agricultural labor in most parts of 
the country has, through the years, been debased, demoralized, and dehumanized, 
until, at the present time, it is recognized by thinking people as one of 
America's urgent pieces of “unfinished business." The gravity and immediacy 
of the situation es \reflected in such facts as the following. 


(1) The annual income of America's farm laborers averages about one-fifth 
that ef workers in steel, automobile, and other major industries. 


(2) The farm labor market is casualized and disorganized to the point of 
chaos. ‘The average farm laborer is able to find employment less than two- 
fifths of the year, and the days he works tend to fluctuate wildly between 
too many @nd too few hours of employment, 


(3) The chaos in fam employment practices has forced approximately 
st 


750,000 farm workers! families into migrancy in their ruggle for survival. 
’ “ 

These American nomads are isolated in almost every significant respect from 

the larger society and culture. 


(1) These disabilities of farm workers -- particularly migrants -- tend 
to become a vicious cycle. Without adequate education, without normal social 


involvements and participation, the sons of farm leborers are caucht in 
their fathers! round of poverty, insecurity, substandard housing, ill 
health, and social alienation, 


(5) Child labor, long since outlawed in every other industry, is not 
only tolerated in agriculture, it is encouraged. Growers claim they cannot 
survive economically without child labor, Farm wage structures are such that 
fam laborers aust often put their wives and children to work beside them in 
the fields and orchards in order for the entire family unit to earn the 


o * . ! 
equivalent of an ordinary breadwinner's wages, 


(6) Roadblocks have consistently heen placed in the path of acricul- 
tural workers to prevent them from improving their lot. Among these 
roadblocks are’ ta 

(a) Exelusion from virtually all the social lerislation tkken 
for granted for twenty five years or more in every other major indus try. 

(b) The importation of alien contract laborers from Japan, 
co, and elsewhere, under programs which cannot have other than an 
adverse effect upon agricultural wages and working conditions. 

(c) Wealthy, powerful, and ruthless organizations of agricultural 
employers with the sole raison d'etre of crushing the efforts of farm 
workers to orcanize on their own behalf, 


Within the past year, the consciences and common sense of millions of 
Americans have been stirewed by the injustice and illocic of present farm 
labor practices, The pre-20th Century conditions under wrich most of our 
agricultural workers Live and labor are increasingly recognized as subversive 
to the nation's founding values and aspirations.\ Early in 1959, a National 
Advisory Committee on Farm “abor came into being, Headed by. such outstanding 
Americans as Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt, Frank Graham, A, Philip Randolph, Clark 
Kerr, and Archbishop Nobert Iucey, Nearly half the States of the Union now 
have official or unofficial committees on farm labor, 


fhe California Citizens Comittee for Agricul tirel Labor was created in 
April, 1959, as part of the State and national groundswell of concern for 
the men, women, and children who produce our fruits, vegetables, and fibers. 
CCCAL embraces representatives of religious, labor, agricultural, and 
professional groups. . The Committee is founded upon the following premises. 

Kead list 

(1) The disorganization and poverty of agricultural labor are not 

inevitable, 


(2) The claim that agriculture is different in kind from other industries, 
and therefore entitled to exemption from social standards, cannot be supported 
by evidence, and cannot be tolerated in a democratic saciety, 


(3) The standards of agricultural life and labor can, through appropriate 
planning and action, be elevated to a level compatible with American traditions 
and values, 
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(k) Among the various approaches to this end, and the various organ- 
izations concerned, there is a need for a Citizens! Committee which can call 
upon the thinking of many individuals from many agencies, selecting, synthesizing, 
and coordinating these several strains, while, at the same time, maintaining 
a degree of independente from each, 
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he California “itizens' Committee for Agricultural Laber proposes to 
function in at least the following dimensions, 


(1) Legal. 

The Committee will seek the resolution of basic leval questions 
through test cases in the branch of government wich is least subject to 
pressure from grower interests: the judiciary, For example, the Committee 
will seekjudicial opinion on such questions as: (a) Does the exclusion 
of agricultural labor from social legislation contravene the "equal protection" 
provision of the Sth Amendment to the Constitution? (b) May injunctions be 
obtained to halt further importation of foreign contract labor when "adverse 
effect" has demonstrably occurred? 


Administrative, 

the Committee's representatives will testify at administrative 
hesrings such as those conducted recently by the State Industrial Welfare 
Covmmission, and the U.S, fmployment Service. The Committee will consult 

tive agencies upon invitation, and, with or without invitation, 
jain surveillance over the manner in which they administer their 


ar as these duties affect farm labor. The Committee will 
establishment of a permanent commission on agricultural 


Such a. corm ed of persons informed about and sympathetic 
toward the condition of farm laborers in this State. 


Legislative, 

Following appropriate study, the Committee expects to advocate 
legisletion in 3guch areas as the followiner: 

(a) Inclusion of farm labor under Labor-Management Relations laws. 

(b) Inclusion of farm labor under public health legislation 
affecting other food producing industries. 

(ec) Tightening of child labor laws as applicable to agriculture. 

(d) Tightening of laws regulating the activities of farm labor 
contractors, 

(e) Strengthening of programs of social insurance, education, and 
rehabilitation as they apply to agricultural labor. 

(f) Tightening of laws concerning the importation of contract 
laborers from Mexico, Japan, Spain, the Philippines, and the British West 
Indies, 

ble extension of unemployment insurance to acricultural 
workers. 

(h) Possible extension of ware and hour levisletion to arrieul- 
tural workers, 

(i) Creation of programs of genuine encouragement to working farmers, 

The Committee may prepare draft legislation in these areas for the guidance 
of interested legislators, At the very least, the Committee shall testify at 
legislative hearings at the State level. 


(hk). Organizetional Liaison, 

The Committee will serve as a clearing hovse of information between 
the many California organizations which maintain an active interest in 
agricultural labor. The Committee will attempt to coordinate the endeavors 
of these organizations so as to advance most efficiently the ends they 
seek in common. The Committee may be expected, for example, to coordinate 
the testimony which such groups present biannually in Sacramento. for 
another example, the Committee may be expected to arrange periodic farm 
labor conferences for the purpose of “cross-fertilizing"” the ideas and 
activities of religious, labor, and other concerned organizations, 

The Committee may also be expected to serve as the source to 
which out-of-state agencies and organizations, such as the National Advisory 
Committee on Farm Labor, turn for thoroughgoing and reliable information on 
agricultural Labor in California, 


(5) Researe 

As resources permit, the Committee will conduct original research 
wiich is badly needed in almost every phase of the farm labor situation, or 
will arrange to have such research conducted by others. The Committee will 
maintain a library of existing materials, and will assist studemts and other 
researchers, either by providing information directly or by indicating 
where the desired information may be found. The Committee will recommend 
to other organizations research projects which it 8eels are particularly 
important, and will attempt to minimize duplication in the research conducted 
by its constituent members and other groups. 


Public Opinion, 

Closely related to many of the abovementioned functions will be 
the Committee's role in the crystallization of public oninion, ‘The 
Committee will be able to do and say things which many of its constituent 
members, being tax-exempt, could not, Rmexexammke The Committee will also 
be able to speak more disinterestedly, and hence perhaps more effectively, 
about certain matters -- such as the unionization of farm labor -- in which 
some of its member organizations are directly involved. The Comittee may 
be expected to maintain a speakers' bureau, a news service, a film list 
(if not a film library), and other public information aids. 


In summary, the California Yitizens Committee on Agricultural Labor 
proposes to focus public and. governmental attention on the inequeRities 
which have relegated farn workers and their fimilies to levels of subsistence 
inconsistent with dignity, honor, and the development of creative and 
mature human beings. The CCCAL pronoses to focus attention on the roots 
of disorganization in the farm labor market, and on solutiions whereby the 
members of this, our largest labor market, may rise to greater self respect, 
responsibility, and social participation. The CCCAB is dedicated to the 
stabilization and enrichment of life for family farmers and farm labor 
families, whose interests are closely bound together, and, in turn, whose 
common interests ere closely bound to our broader social destiny. 

The California Citizens Committee for Agricultural ¥Yabor solicits the 
membership and assistance of all individuals and organizations which subscribe 
to the above principles, purposes, and policies, 
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